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Memorandum

us. bepartment

Of Transportation
Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration

Subject: Enforcement of Motor Carriers’ Date: AUG 26 005
Self-Certification of Compliance with the
Mantar Vehicle Qafetv Standards

From: ‘
) . e . In Reply Refer To;: MC-ECE
Associate Administrator for Py

Enforcement and Program Delivery

To: Field Administrators
Division Administrators

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide policy guidance to increase highway safety by
ensuring that all commercial motor vehicles (CMV) are certified by the vehicle manufacturer or
registered importer as complying with all applicable Motor Vehicle Safety Standards in effect at
the time of manufacture. This policy is summarized in table format in Attachment 1.

In particular, and in anticipation of the United States (U.S.) and Mexico finalizing NAFTA long-
haul cross border operations, Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations requires both Mexico-
domiciled carriers applying for authority (Form OP-1(MX)) to operate beyond U.S.
municipalities and commercial zones on the U.S.-Mexico border as well as Mexico-domiciled
carriers applying for a certificate of registration (Form OP-2) to operate in municipalities or
commercial zones on the border, to certify, as part of the application process, that they are in
compliance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs), the Hazardous
Materials Regulations, and the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS). If FMCSA
or State inspectors determine through vehicle inspections or during a pre-authority safety audit
that Mexico-domiciled motor carriers are operating vehicles not in compliance with the
applicable Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, FMCSA may use this information to deny, suspend
or revoke a carrier’s operating authority or certificate of registration for making a false
certification or issue appropriate penaities for the falsification.

CMVs manufactured to meet United States or Canadian safety standards, and displaying a
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) that meets National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s (NHTSA) or Canada’s requirements, are considered to be in compliance. In
addition, FMCSA determined, based on information from the Truck Manufacturers Association
(TMA), that most model year 1996 and later CMVs manufactured in Mexico meet the FMVSS,
regardless of whether the vehicle bears FMVSS certification labels. For vehicles which do not
have certification labels, it has been determined that enforcement officials should defer to the
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VIN on a plate or plates in various locations on the vehicle. The VIN will assist the inspectors in
determining what year the vehicle was manufactured to determine compliance with the FMVSS
or Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (CMVSS). Attachment 2 provides a sample VIN
plate, including instructions on how to read the VIN to determine year of manufacture.

No adverse action will be taken against vehicles operated by Mexico-domiciled motor carriers
with labels certifying compliance with the CMVSS in effect at the time of manufacture. With
only a few differences, the Canadian motor vehicle safety standards are identical to the U.S.
manufacturing performance standards (the FMVSS), and FMCSA’s operating regulations
incorporate the FMVSS critical to continued safe operation.

Regardiess of whether a vehicle has a certification label, vehicles with violations of the FMCSRs
that are serious enough to meet the current out-of-service criteria are to be placed out of service.
FMCSA will continue to impose civil penalties for violations of Part 393 of the FMCSRs
concerning parts and accessories necessary for safe operation, including regulations that cross-
reference the FMVSS. For your convenience, we have included the attached chart (see
Attachment 3) which cross references the FMCSRs with the FMVSS.

The Office of Enforcement and Compliance is working with the Office of Information Systems
to establish system requirements and operational procedures for implementing the policy. This
policy will become effective when these guidelines have been established and modifications to
the appropriate software and Motor Carrier Management Information System have been
completed. Further guidance will be forthcoming.

I encourage you to work closely with your State Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program
(MCSAP) partners as we implement this policy. If you have questions or need additional
information, please contact Mary Pat Woodman at marypat.woodman@fmcsa.dot.gov 'or by
(202) 366-6333.
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Attachment 1

FMCSA’s FMVSS CERTIFICATION LABEL POLICY

Beyond the
Commercial Zone.

Motor Carriers Applicable Vehicle Certification Label | Exceptions for
' Safety Requirements | Requirements Displaying Labels
U.S. - Based Motor All CMVs must Vehicles usually VIN that meets
Carriers comply with the display FMVSS NHTSA rule for VINs
FMCSRs, including | certification label. is acceptable. Also,
all FMVSSs that are | State-issued VIN is
cross-referenced in acceptable provided
Part 393, concerning the vehicle is
vehicle equipment and | registered in a State.
components.
| Canada — Based All CMVs must Vehicles usually VIN that meets
| Motor Carriers. comply with the display either an NHTSA rule for VINs
FMCSRs, including FMVSS certification | is acceptable. VIN
all FMVSSs that are | label OR a CMVSS that meets Transport
cross-referenced in certification label. | Canada’s rule for
Part 393, concerning | VINs is acceptable.
vehicle equipment and
components. |
Mexico-Based Motor | All CMV's must Vehicles may display | For vehicles of model
Carriers Operating comply with the either an FMVSS | year 1996 or later, a
Within the FMCSRs, including certification label OR | VIN that meets
Commercial Zone. all FMVSSs thatare | a CMVSS NHTSA rule for VINs
cross-referenced in | certification label. is acceptable. VIN
| Part 393, concerning that meets Transport
Mexico-Based Motor | vehicle equipment and Canada’s rule for
Carriers Operating components. VINs is acceptable.

Any vehicles from
carlier model years
should not be
considered to meet the
FMVSS or CMVSS
unless there is a
certification label.
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